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SUMMARY

[Title] Socially-oriented Innovation Strategy and Socio-technical Planning for the Creative
Welfare State

+ Project Leader : Jieun Seong
Participants : Wichin Song, Jongsun Kim

Meeting and solving persistent societal problems and challenges through science,
technology, and innovation is now an emerging policy agenda in Korea, leading relevant
ministries of the Korean government to plan and promote R&D initiatives aimed at
solving social problems.

These R&D initiatives could be understood as a practical response of science and
technology community to major societal problems and challenges of Korea including
deepening social inequality and polarization, low birthrate and aging population, climate
change and environmental degradation and would be able to contribute to enhancing
social significance and legitimacy of science and technology in Korea. They would also
provide a new pathway of evolution for science and technology policies focused so far
on key industries at the maturing stage of development in Korea.

New R&D initiatives aimed at solving social problems need a new approach as they
substantially differ from traditional industrial innovation strategies in terms of objectives,
process, and main actors. New R&D initiatives with key social objectives put their
highest priorities on meeting and solving societal problems and need and allow public
participation in the process of planning, implementing, and evaluating relevant programs
and projects, as citizens are exposed to and have direct experience with social problems
in everyday life and their practical experience and local knowledge could be very useful
and crucial resources in designing and operating these programs and projects.

This study explores how to develop R&D initiatives aimed at solving societal problems
and challenges in Korea which need a new approach in terms of contents, operating
system, governance, planning and evaluation. It reviews case studies both in Korea and
abroad, discusses their achievements and implications, and proposes a set of policy
measures to facilitate R&D initiatives aimed at solving societal problems and challenges
in Korea.

This study aims at searching for ways to promote and utilize the interlinking and
fusion of science/technology and social sciences and humanities for strengthening

socially oriented innovation activities in Korea.



