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SUMMARY

Legal and Policy Research on Climate Change and

Air Environment

1. Background and Purpose

Recently, the seriousness of air pollution due to climate change and human
activities is increasing. In order to respond positively to the climate change,
the International society has adopted the Paris Agreement, a post—2020
climate change regime, in December 2015. The Paris Agreement has further
strengthened the transparency system that allows to disclose of the reporting
and inspection system of greenhouse gas reduction. The agreement also 1is
required establishing as well as submitting ‘long—term low greenhouse gas
emission development strategies.” It is more likely that the paradigm of our
society will be changed to ‘low carbon society’ as adopting new climate change
regime. From this perspective, corresponding to climate change by technology
innovation comes into the spotlight.

Accordingly, developing countries including not only Korea but also China,
which have no obligation to reduce greenhouse gas emission under Kyoto
Protocol, are busy preparing measure to reduce greenhouse gas Particularly,
China invested 100 million RMB for technology development and research
during a 11th five—year plan for economic growth period. During a 12th
five—year plan, besides, sustainable economic development through
development of energy conservation and low—carbon technology had been
primary objective of Chinese government. Based on the plans, a specialized
plan focused on science and technology innovation in order to corresponding
climate change has been initiated as starting with the period of 13th plan.
Taking into account that China has developed placing great emphasis on
manufacturing industry, it is very encouraging that China is struggling to push
both economic growth and environmental protection, namely it is combination
of both green&sustainable growth and science technology.

Nonetheless, precedent research on climate change has mainly focused on

environment regulation. Moreover, legal study on China’s climate change



measures has still stayed in examining Chinese Environment Law, which has
revised several times recently, and environment related regulation. At the time
to shifting the paradigm to responding Climate change, thus, the research on
the policy and the relevant legislations for innovation of scientific technology

i1s needed.

2. Major Contents

The study includes four major subjects. First, the research and analysis on
China’s policy for responding climate change and environmental issue. China as
the largest greenhouse gas emission country has made various effort to
responding climate change. Thus, the study shows (1) the status of
environmental pollution, (2) the change of the concentration of fine dust during
recent 10 vyears, (3) the environment related policy direction of Chinese
government.

Second, research and analysis on legislation and policy for reducing
greenhouse gas emission. China’s policy responding to climate change is
ultimately in the low—carbon strategy. The study examines (1) Road—map for
reducing greenhouse gas emission, (2) central and local government’s policy
and regulation, (3) the operating state of carbon trading system.

Third, research and analysis on legislation and policy to promote climate
technology. China’s environment related legislation has been revised. However,
the revisions are focused on the control of pollutant substances. For
fundamental response to climate change and environmental issue, Chines
government has initiated technical development policy. The study reviews (1)
the policy and the status of basic database construction related with climate
change and the Convergence Technical Cooperation networking, (2) the policy
for the research and development of climate technology and the pilot project
for distributing the technology to the local pilot districts, (3) the legislation
and policy for the energy conservation and low—carbon technology distribution.

Fourth, research and analysis on promoting development of air quality
improvement technology. In addition to the climate change, China is struggling
against the degradation of the air quality like the fine dust. The government
has made an effort to technical development to improve air quality as
suppressing the generation of fine dust stemmed from automobile gas, fossil
fuel and so on. The study, thus, investigates (1) the legislations for the

development of scientific technology improving air quality, (2) the system to



promote development of climate and air quality improvement technology.

3. Expected Effect

Under the circumstance of the seriousness of climate change and air
pollution, China has kept emphasizing on the development of green&climate
technology as the pivot methodology to corresponding climate change in the
long—term perspective.

Accordingly, the research materials about Chinese supporting polices on the
science technology innovation for corresponding climate change are more likely
to provide significant implication for Korean government which is preparing for

a legislation of relevant law and designing of new R&D for air environment.
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